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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 7-15, 18-27, 29-34, 47-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Wall (U.S. 20020017977) in view of Balfanz et al. (U.S. 

20030149874). 

Wall discloses a method and apparatus for licensing and controlling access, use, 
and viability of product (e.g., computational component) utilizing geographical (e.g., 
GPS) position. According to Wall, there is provided whether an intended use of a 
computational component (e.g., 103, [0084] is permitted by (a) determining a 
geographic location (such as by a GPS device or module) of at least one of the 
computational component and a key device in communication with the computational 
component [0030], (b) comparing the geographic location (such as with a validation 
agent like a processor) with at least one predetermined geographic location permitted 
by the license [0031], and (c ) when the geographic location is not a permitted 
geographic location under the license, determining that use of the computational 
component is not permitted [0030]. According to Wall, (d) when the geographic location 
is a permitted geographic location under the license, determining that use of the 
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computational component is permitted [0030]. Also, see paragraphs [0087-0088]. 
According to Wall, the step of determining a geographic location comprises the steps of 
determining GPS coordinates of the at least one of the computational component and 
key device and converting the GPS coordinates into a region identifier, wherein the 
permitted geographic location is one or more region identifiers and wherein [in the 
determining step (c ) ] the geographic location is a permitted geographic location when 
the region identifier identified in the converting step is included in the one or more 
region identifiers [0096-0097]. According to Wall, the at least one of the computational 
component and a key device is the computational component and a key device is the 
computational component or the key device. See figures 1 and 3. The permitted use is 
defined by a license, according to Wall, and method of determining permitted use 
further comprises the steps of determining whether 

The key device is in communication with the computational component, (e) when the 
key device is not in communication with the computational component, determining that 
the computational component is not validly licensed; and (f) when the key device is in 
communication with the computational component, determining that the computational 
component is validly licensed. Also known as a validation agent in the computational 
component See figure 5 and paragraphs [0107, 0136-0140]. In addition, Wall discloses 
(d) authenticating the key device and when the key device is not authenticated 
successfully, determining that the computational component is not validly licensed. See 
page 10. as described on page 7, paragraphs [0101, 0105], Wall discloses a computer 
readable medium comprising instructions, when executed by a computer (e.g., 
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processor 103) causing the computer to perform the aforementioned steps. Wall 
discloses a logic circuit (e.g. processor or computer) operable to perform the 
aforementioned steps. Additionally, Wall discloses receiving Global Positioning System 
(GPS) information from a GPS receiver [0030], the GPS information comprising at least 
one of a geographic location and a clock setting [0030, 0038, 0091-0094], wherein the 
geographic location is associated with the location of at least one of the computational 
component and a key device in communication with the computational component. Wall 
also discloses comparing the geographic location with at least one predetermined 
geographic location permitted by the license; and comparing the clock setting with an 
expiration date of the license. According to Wall, when the geographic location is not a 
permitted geographic location under the license and/or when the clock setting is outside 
of the permissible term of the license, determining that use of the computational 
component is not permitted. Also known as licensing validation agent in the 
computational component See paragraphs [0090-0094, 0101-0105]. Wall fails to 
specifically disclose the key device in communication with and physically separate from 
the computational component, the key containing a location module for determining 
wirelessly geographic location relative to a selected coordinate system. In a related art, , 
Balfanz et al. disclose key device (612, 614, 616) as shown in Fig. 11 is in 
communication with the computational component (610) wherein the key device in 
communication with and physically separate from the computational component, the key 
containing a location module for determining wirelessly geographic location relative to a 
selected coordinate system (See paragraph 0067, 0068, 0070,0071). It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
system of Wall with that of Balfanz et al. by having the key device in communication 
with and physically separate from the computational component, the key containing a 
location module for determining wirelessly geographic location relative to a selected 
coordinate system in order to provide authentication between the systems. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1- have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gertrude Arthur-Jeanglaude whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6954. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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